
Milchidika with Marty 
 

I Will Bear Witness 
 

I have just finished reading the first volume of a two-volume diary kept by a German Jew, Victor 
Klemperer, who resided in his modest home in the city of Dolzschen, which is a suburb of Dresden, 
Germany. The first set of diaries cover the years 1933 to 1941. Victor Klemperer was a cousin of the 
famous orchestra conductor, Otto Klemperer. 
 

 The second volume of diaries covers the years 1942 to 1948. 
 

 Victor managed to survive the Nazi terror because he had a non-Jewish wife and had served 
in the trenches during the First World War. Although he was born Jewish, and his father was a Rabbi, 
he was baptized as a Protestant. But first and foremost, he considered himself a German. Religion 
was not part of his life.  
 

 Victor was a professor of Romance Languages and Literature at Dresden Technical Institute 
from 1920 until his dismissal in 1935. 
 

 What is interesting in reading his diaries, is how the Nazis under Adolf Hitler gradually gained 
control of the country, imposing more and more anti-Jewish laws as time went on.  
 

 Below are excerpts from his diaries and the ultimate effect on his life: 
 
1933             January  30 Hitler was made Chancellor of Germany. 
                     March  20    Jewish attorneys in Breslau forbidden to appear in court.  
                          21    Jewish judges dismissed.  
                          April  03     Posters in the shops “Recognize German Christian Enterprise.”               

“Whoever buys from the Jew supports the foreign boycott and destroys 
the German economy.” 

12     Provision of the Civil Service Law “Anyone with one Jewish grandparent 
is a Jew.” 

25     All Non-Aryan teachers are to leave all committees and are no longer 
permitted to give exams to students. 

               July  28     The Hitler greeting of “Heil Hitler” is made obligatory.   
                     October 23     Germany withdraws from the League of Nations.  
 
1934          February 15    Assistant Professor Scheffler appears before his class while wearing his  

SA uniform.  
               July  14     New building regulations: Individual homes with flat roofs are  

“Un-German.” The Third Reich requires all houses to have a “German 
Gable.” 

                      August 02    Hindenberg, the President of Germany, dies.  
                         04    Hitler takes on the position of both Chancellor and President.  
 
1935         May 02    Under the Law for the Restoration of the Civil Service-Klemperer Is  

discharged from his teaching job since he is a Non-Aryan. 
            August 11    Jew baiting becomes extreme. “Whoever buys from a Jew is a traitor to  

the nation.” 
September 17    The Reichstag in Nuremberg passed laws on German blood and 

German honor  



– Prison for marriage and extra-marital intercourse between Jews and 
“Germans.” Prohibition on “German” maids under the age of 45 to work 
for Jews.  

 
1936                  April   28    A decree for civil servants; they are prohibited from “consorting with  

Jews.” 
                  October 09    As a “Non-Aryan,” Victor in not allowed into the reading room of the local  

library. 
 

1938                 June 29     Must fill out a form “Inventory of Assets of Jews.” 
August 10    All Jewish doctors are struck from the Medical Register and can no  

longer practice as “healers”.  
24    A new law- All Jewish men are to take the forename “Israel” and all 

Jewish women the name “Sara.”  Author is now known as Victor Israel 
Klemperer. 

December 03    Day of German Solidarity. Curfew for Jews from 12 noon until 8 In the  
morning.  

06    Decree from Police Minister Himmler – withdrawal of driver’s license 
from all Jews. Justification: Because Jews are unreliable, they are not 
permitted to sit behind the wheel.  
 

1939  March 06    All silverware is to be turned over to the government and a new tax has  
been imposed on the Jews.   

14  Gave the silverware to an Aryan friend to return to us in better times, if 
she cannot return it, she can have it. If the confiscation of silverware is 
extended to Aryans, she is to throw it into the Elbe.  

                September 13    House is searched for a radio. 
14    Government order: All Jews forbidden to leave the house after 8 PM. 

Forbidden  
to put up Jewish relatives as guests.  

         October 16     House is searched by the Gestapo for books to be  
confiscated. Searching for valuable First Editions.  

December  06    Clothing has been rationed as well as food. Jews no longer allow to buy 
clothing.  
Told he may no longer live in a private residence. Must sell, rent or 
abandon the house by April 1, 1940 and move into a Jewish Community 
home and share two rooms with another couple.  

 
1940                   July 06    Jews not allowed to enter the public gardens in Dresden.  

          August 11    Jews forbidden to have a telephone.  
Children of mixed race (Jew and Aryan) no longer permitted in 
Secondary School. 

30    Jews are allowed to go shopping between three and four o’clock on 
weekdays and between eleven and twelve on Saturdays. Yellow arm 
bands to distinguish the Jews in factories. Confiscation of Jewish sewing 
machines and typewriters.                      

 


